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So long a-growing, and so leisurely,
That, if his rule were true, he should be gracious.          20
Arch. And so no doubt he is, my gracious madam. Duck I hope he is; but yet let mothers doubt. York. Now, by my troth, if I had been rememb'red,
I could have given my uncle's grace a flout,
To touch his growth nearer than he touch'd mine.         25
Duck. How, my young York ? I prithee, let me hear it. York. Marry, they say my uncle grew so fast,
That he could gnaw a crust at two hours old :
'Twas full two years ere I could get a tooth.
Grandam, this would have been a biting jest                 30
Duch. I prithee, pretty York, who told thee this ? York. Grandam, his nurse.
Duch. His nurse! why, she was dead ere thou wast born. York. If 'twere not she, I cannot tell who told me Q. Eliz. A parlous boy! go to, you are too shrewd.             35
Arch. Good madam, be not angry with the child. Q. Eliz. Pitchers have ears.
20. his rule were true} Ff; this were a true rule Qq i, 2; this were a rule Qq 3-8; this rule were true Camb. 21. A re h.} Car. Qq; For. Ff. Andso . . . Madam} Ff J Why Madame, so no doubt he is Qq. 22. he is} Ff; so too Qq. 25. To touch . , . mine} Ff; That should haue neerer toucht his growth then he did mine Qq. 26. How . . . hear it} one line as Qq; How . . . Yorke, I . . . heart it (two lines) Ff. young} Ff; prety Qq, 27. say my uncle} Q I, Ff; say, that my Vnckle Qq 2-8.          30. biting} Q i, Ff; pretit Qq 2-8.
31. prithee] Ff; fray thee Qq.       this} Ff; so Qq.      33. His nurse!} Q i, Ff; omitted Qq 2-8.       vast} Ff j &ert Qq.       35. parlous} Ff; perilous Qq.
20 'gracious} Compare Julius Casar,   of a precocious boy or girl as a " terrible
ni. ii. 198; Hamlet, i. i. 164.                 child "; but a sarcastic intention in the
23. had been rememVred] Compare   child's precocity is'also implied.   Com-
Measurefor Measure^ n. i. 109, no.        pare Measure for Measure, H. iv. 172.
27, 28. The legend is mentioned by   Milton, Animadversions upon Remo&-
More (ap. Holinshed, iii. 712).   Shake-   strant's Defence^ 1641, has: u sure some
speare alludes to it and its significance,    pedagogue stood at your elbow, and
3 Henry VI. v. vi, 53, 54, 74-77, and   made it itch with their parlous criti-
iv. iv. 49 below.   Compare Margaret's   cism." Decker and Mid&eton, Roaring
warning above, i. in, 289-291.                 Girl,  1611, ii. i,  refer to ** Parlous
35. parlous] a popular corruption of   pond," which Reed conjectofed to be
" perilous."   Shakespeare uses it as an    Peerle*s (*".*. Perilous) Pool in Clerkeii-
emphatic epithet, Midsummer-Night's   well (see Hone, Bvery-Day Book, t
Dream> ui. i. 14; As You Like It, in.   485-9), so called from the number of
ii. 45.    Compare Tourneur, Rev. Trag.    people who lost their lives there, activ.t "A^arloMS melancholy"; Beau-       shrcvd] malicious,   as  Muck Ada
mont and Fletcher, Elder Brother, ii. ii.:   About Nothing,   n.   i.   20-22,   where
" You are so parlously in love with    "curst" (see i. u. 49 above) is used as
learning."   Here and below, m. i. 154,    a synonym in the same passage, the sense is much that in which we speak       37. Pitchers have ears} See Taming